Early Years at Wharton Primary School
	Planning

	Lessons are planned using the ‘Development Matters’ objectives as guidance. We focus on providing opportunities for children to demonstrate their understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and narratives using their own words and recently introduced vocabulary; anticipate – where appropriate – key events in stories; and use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems and during role-play. This may be achieved through small group, whole-class discussion or, when needed, one-to-one teaching. We ensure that there is a range of fiction, non-fiction, poetry, songs and rhymes, alongside wordless texts, which stimulate appropriate BLANK level questioning. Texts are carefully selected to fit the objectives and activate prior learning. Questions will be targeted at the ‘ages 3-4’ literacy outcomes within the nursery setting and ‘children in reception’ for Reception classes. There is a core text used each week, and key words are carefully chosen to embed developing vocabulary. 

	Teaching sequence

	Day 1: Books are introduced, which may include using visual ‘hooks’, and children are immersed in the text. The skills of skimming and scanning are encouraged.

Day 2: The text will be read once again and language is explored as a whole class. ‘Test of Abstract Language Comprehension’ questions are used to encourage discussion. Time is allowed for the children to explore their questions that the text may have raised and investigate aspects further. 

Day 3: Reading is echoed. We will then re-read and create a story map to demonstrate sequential understanding, developing into ‘why’ and ‘how’ questioning and modelling predictions. We then follow this in provision, ensuring that role play, stories, writing and small world opportunities link with the story so that the children can extend their learning and vocabulary within the environment.
Day 4: Children create their own story maps and re-tell it in simple steps with their talk partners or within small groups. They may offer opinions on texts and answer simple true/false questions. 

	Talking/discussing books

	Within the Early Years setting, we bring books to life through use of puppets, pictures, dressing up and props throughout the provision. We use wordless picture books to inspire book talk, vocabulary & story telling. Through this, discussions are prompted and modelled. Talking is an integral part of the guided reading cycle, and there is opportunity to offer ideas, opinions and predictions. Adults have designated time throughout the week in the reading area, sharing stories with children, using Blank level questions in order to promote a language-rich environment. Story sacks and microphones aid with initiating child-led talk. 

	Reading environment

	Stories, books, poems and rhymes are shared with nursery pupils on a daily basis. There is a positive and stimulating reading environment, where images and props guide the children to texts. Our seating – floor cushions and chairs – allows the children to enjoy clean and well-kept books and reading materials, alongside multi-sensory resources, puppets and a calming reading den. Classrooms have a reading area, where children are invited to sit and read books, which are a mixture of fiction, non-fiction and some phonic based reading books. All areas are inviting with comfortable seating and a variety of story boxes, where the children can retell traditional tales we have featured in sessions. 

	Reading across the curriculum

	Reading is integral to every area of the Early Years provision. Any new learning begin with a story. From this, we include stories, songs and rhymes. We also link each area to a text, ensuring that all areas of learning provide opportunities for the pupils.  The classroom zones, particularly, the reading area, has a wide range of texts which children can refer to and enjoy. Reading is not seen to be something isolated in guided reading. The teaching, the love and interest is throughout the day. The texts used are based around topics which cover many parts of the Early Years curriculum.  New concepts are often shared through stories and more abstract ideas discussed in Personal, Social Emotional Development and Understanding The World can be best shared through stories to suit all children’s abilities and level of understanding. 

	Books to share


	We want to ‘hook’ children through individual interests, therefore provide a variety of reading materials: classic stories, annuals, football programmes, magazines and T.V pages. We know that not every reader is the same and cater for a wide range. We have library day on a Thursday, where children swap a library book and enjoy it at home for a week and we share precious books and stories, ensuring that there are plenty of books in each room. The children vote for their favourite story to be read at the end of every day. These are books from our book area, books we have read during our literacy sessions or books we know the children enjoy. We read at least one story every day, whilst also sharing poems and singing nursery rhymes.

	Home reading/role of parents & carers

	Within the setting, we have our library scheme, children use the whole-school reading scheme and we share core texts and rhymes with parents via ‘Seesaw’ to follow at home. Children are listened to read each day to support the reading that has taken place outside of school. Parents and carers will have signed reading records, and comments will be responded to. Book bags develop pride & importance to reading and librarian visits offer support and guidance, which is passed on during workshops for parents. The importance of reading with your child is a key message transferred during induction sessions and every family is made aware of where the local library is, when it is open and what is available there for children. Once in the Reception classes, all children have a phonic-level reading book that they read at home. Parents are encouraged to support their child’s reading at least 3 times in the week for children to be able to receive the ‘Remarkable Reader’ prize. Parents are invited into class to discuss children’s phonics progress and understand how reading is taught within the Early Years.  Information is sent to families of questions to ask your child as you read with them and regular updated information about the local library is shared through ‘Seesaw’.

	Children below ARE / interventions

	There are several interventions that take place to support children who require it. ‘WellComm’ – a speech and language toolkit – and ‘Blast’ – a boost to language skills – are two of the programmes that we subscribe to catch children up. Alongside one-to-one sessions, whole-class action stories and regular assessment of the age-appropriate key words, children who are working below age expectations work with teachers more regularly to extend their language. All staff are aware of each child current level of Blank level understanding and the types of questions they should be asked to get the best response. All staff are good role models for language and will repeat sentences back to the child grammatically correct and extended. New language is explicitly taught and this is revisited throughout the week or term more often with children who are currently below ARE.

	Reading for pleasure

	Reading to the children is part of every day. We discuss the text (which they have chosen) and display our love of books. The classrooms are well-stocked with a variety of books and have comfortable areas to sit and enjoy them. The children see adults enjoying books and we are always in the areas reading stories and singing rhymes with the children. We want them to see the passion and fun aspects of reading and learning new words. Children will read for pleasure in the reading area especially books that have been modelled and read by an adult previously. All children in Reception are taught how to maintain attention to adults reading. The adults in Reception use props and puppets to engage children and encourage their love of storytelling in the small world area.

	Assessment

	Daily formative assessment takes place, alongside summative data from intervention resources such as WellComm and Blast. During guided reading sessions, adults make observations and recordings, where discussions are closely monitored and evaluated for next steps. We have a tracking of communication and language targets and areas for development are noted, which feeds into the next cycle’s planning. Teachers will explicitly state what the child did well and what they could improve upon next time. All staff are made aware of children’s reading targets and children have time to rehearse and embed reading skills. This informs next steps for daily, weekly and termly planning. When listening to children read 1:1 the adult will assess their phonic segmenting and blending skills as well as their understanding of the text through questioning.


