Reading at Lower Key Stage 2
	Planning

	Each week a new text is chosen. Texts are chosen which will engage, intrigue and challenge children. The texts will be a mixture of fiction, non-fiction and poetry, which will have a range of cross-curricular links. Extracts are chosen or several chapters are read. 

Lessons are focussed around one of the reading domains. These are further broken down into specific objectives to ensure there is progress within each domain across the phase. Specific skills are carefully targeted based on the children’s needs and tasks tailored to suit. 
The process of understanding and responding to a text is explicitly modelled to children throughout each session, and as the year progresses, children are able to complete the sequence with a growing amount of independence and accuracy.

	Teaching sequence

	1. Text reading 
Children will read the text aloud as a class. This is modelled by adults, read aloud individually by children, and there are opportunities for reading aloud together to ensure all children develop their fluency and expression. Children then highlight any vocabulary that they don’t understand or that is new to them. 
2. Vocabulary work
We then discuss all vocabulary highlighted and choose five of the most important/unfamiliar words to investigate in more depth, discussing their meaning and using knowledge of context clues, understanding of root words, prefixes and suffixes and homophones to establish their meaning.
3. Fluency
The children will take part in various reading activities such as partner reading, choral reading and echo reading. This improves pace, accuracy and expression. 
4. Written comprehension tasks

Children work on a specific content domain area each week – this changes depending on the genre of the text and the needs of the children. There is guided practice where they will work with the teacher as they model skimming and scanning the text for information to answer different questions types, including ticking, circling, copying and explaining. Responses are then reviewed together within class, so that children have the opportunity to correct and improve their responses where necessary. This ensures children have a good understanding of what a successful answer looks like.
5. Independent comprehension tasks
Children are presented with a new, unseen text which they then read and answer questions on independently to consolidate the skill(s) learnt throughout the week. As for the weekly text, the questions the children answer will be a mixture of ordering, ticking, underlining, copying and explaining.

	Talking/discussing books

	Discussion forms the main basis of all of our whole-class guided reading, class story time and individual reading. Children are encouraged to discuss what they understand about the text and their preferences, as well as asking pertinent questions about a text. Children are taught to build on their initial thoughts and listen to others to develop quality discussion. As a class we often discuss what we loved about books and what we didn’t enjoy as much and the reasons for that. 

	Reading environment

	Reading corners are filled with a wide range of interesting and engaging books that cover a variety of genres. Time is given each week to enable children to explore and experience this rich variety and discuss with each other the books they have chosen. The reading corners have a selection of comfy seating and a calming, relaxing feel so that children can become engrossed in their book.

	Reading across the curriculum

	Reading is integral to every subjects and links are made to high-quality texts across the curriculum and children understand that it is not just limited to guided reading or English. The children are constantly applying their skills learnt in their guided reading lessons in these areas. ‘Topic’ displays within classrooms are always based around quality texts, which children can refer to and enjoy. 

	Books to share

	All classrooms are well-stocked with many books that children can share. Additionally, children have access to the school library where there are many more options to choose from. There is a wide variety of texts to choose from and if children have a particular request, this can be accommodated. Teachers read a selected book every day, whether that be the class read, voted for, or a short book to simply enjoy. Poems are also read and enjoyed, with opportunities for the children to participate.

	Home reading/role of parents & carers

	Children are assessed in school then placed on a levelled book for them to take home relative to their current reading attainment to ensure the book is appropriate. In addition to this, children can select a second book for pleasure. Parents & carers are asked to listen to their child read at least three times each week, even if they are confident readers, so that books can be discussed, comprehension can be questioned and new vocabulary learning can be assessed. Comments should then be made in books. All books and reading records are then checked at least three times a week by an adult to assess progress and change books as needed.

	Children below ARE / interventions

	Bedrock: All pupils use an online platform called ‘Bedrock’ that the children access in school and are able to access at home. This programme exposes the children to a range of texts that are appropriate for their reading level and focuses on building their comprehension and vocabulary skills.
1:1 reading: Adults read with children in school and lead discussions about appropriate texts with children.

Adaptive learning: While all children access the same text within the whole-class guided reading sessions, additional supports and scaffolds are provided for children who need them. These may include pictorial word banks, adapted questions, prompts, sentence starters and sorting/matching activities.

Phonics sessions: Children who did not pass the KS1 phonics screener, or who have otherwise been identified as children who will benefit from additional phonics support, access 4x weekly phonics catch up sessions. As in KS1, phonics is delivered in small groups according to ability using the Supersonic Phonic Friends systematic synthetic phonics programme.
Comprehension interventions: Our interventions teacher runs weekly comprehension interventions for children with an identified need for additional, small-group practice of comprehension skills.

	Reading for pleasure

	All teachers promote a love of reading through discussing books, poetry and authors, whether this is through class story time or sharing personal book choices. Children are encouraged to engage with the book-rich learning environment and time is made for reading for pleasure across the school day. Authors and poets are celebrated within school, as well as whole school events which promote a love of reading such as World Book Week. 

	Assessment

	Children are assessed daily through their work and receive feedback relating to how they can move forward with the ‘next steps’. Areas for development are noted and this informs the next cycle’s planning. In addition to this, children are listened to read and asked questions before changing finished books ensuring they have not only read the book but have comprehended the main aspects and themes within it. Finally, end of term assessments take place that assess the children’s understanding of three different texts and their ability to answer questions on them. Gap analysis is then carried out and planning is adapted accordingly going forward in the to the next term as well as specific interventions. 


