
                                                

                                               
Welcome back to school and we hope you have had a good break.  We are now 
officially half way through this year and isn’t it going fast? We will be exploring 
books by Anthony Browne and celebrating World Book Day during the first two 
weeks of this half term.  Following this we will continue our Space theme.  The 
children will arrive in school to discover that... ‘The Aliens have landed’!  We will 
explore Aliens inside stories, we will care for an Alien incubation station, 
investigate if Aliens leave slime trails, make slime in our science lab, design alien 
Deeley Boppers, Alien Name Writing and much, much more.  Finally we will be 
exploring ‘A World of Hats’ answering questions - Who would wear a hat like this?  
Which hat should I wear today?  Have you seen my hat?  

Number

In number we will be continuing to consolidate, master and extend;
 Counting on from a number other than 1 – in order to extend their 

understanding of the number system. 
 1:1 correspondence.
 Numeral recognition. 

Here are some aspects that you can help with at home.
 Practising counting (reciting numbers) and counting objects.
 Reading books together about number rhymes, counting or shapes.
 Playing number games, Can you see three red cars?  How many steps

are there?
 Understanding words like on, in, between, up, down, smaller, bigger.
 Baking together using scales or measuring jugs.
 Playing with containers at bath time.Letters & Sounds

We are delighted with the progress the children are making with their phonics and really 
acknowledge how valuable your input is in this. A little each day can have a huge impact on 
their learning.

Mark MakingIn writing we are continuing to strengthen the children’s hand control with 
manipulative activities and are teaching them how to hold their pencils correctly. A good 
pencil grip is essential to a child’s development in their writing skills. We will soon be 
sending home overwrite sheets so that you can support your child’s development.
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Dough Disco

You may have noticed the children getting their little green pot every morning during self registration.  Hopefully they will have told you 
about our new initiative.  Dough Disco is a simple fun & practical addition to our timetable.  Every day each child has a pot of Disco Dough 
we choose a tune & go for it.  Dough Disco is a fine muscle exercise.  With Daily Dough Disco input the children’s brains learn to control 
their fingers a lot quicker.  It has no age limit because fine muscles need exercise just like gross muscles.  Dough is used because everyone
loves dough and disco because music stimulates our happiness chemicals which in turn impact on memory.  If you would like the recipe to 
make homemade Disco Dough then please ask a member of Nursery staff.

Parents’ as Partners. 

We are often asked about what you can do at home to help your children, here are a few suggestions:- 
  Please practice the sounds in your child’s name as it is very important that children know their letter sounds for reading and writing. “I spy” with 

letter sounds is a good game to practise them.
  Making a collection of objects that begin with the same letter. 
  Using magnetic letters on the fridge to make words from their word boxes. 
 Drawing and hand strengthening activities e.g. Play-dough, Lego, cutting and sticking.
 Writing their name with different materials – paint, water and paintbrush, in shaving foam.
 Number, dice and card games – snap, dominoes, snakes and ladders 
 Every day maths – shopping (money), cooking (weighing), DIY (measuring) 
 Counting on from a number other than 1 – in order to extend their understanding of the number system. 

Reminders!

 A quick reminder – please ensure that your child’s uniform, wellingtons and shoes have their names clearly marked.  Also a complete
set of clothes must be left in school so we can make your child is comfortable in the case of an accident.  

 Children have snack and juice every day. This costs £1.25 each week. Payable via ParentPay.

 Library Books should be returned every THURSDAY to be exchanged for a new one.

We are pleased to see so many confident and happy children proudly coming into the quiet room by themselves and going about their 
morning routines independently. Please remember that our school day begins at 8.55am and finishes at 2.45pm.
In the final week of this half term we will be holding our second Parents’ Evening when you will be able to make an appointment to come and
find out how your child is progressing.


